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NEWSLETTER
January 2013

DACHS Board Member
Charles Winfield (Buddy) Ritter

Buddy is a fifth generation native of Mesilla 
and Las Cruces.  His Grandmother’s grandfather 
was one of the first Surgeons in Mesilla, arriving 
soon after the Civil War. 

Buddy attended High School at New Mexico 
Military Institute and majored in Banking and 
Finance at Tulane University in New Orleans. He 
received his BA from New Mexico State Universi-
ty and entered Michigan State’s graduate program 
becoming the first Certified Hotel Administrator 
in New Mexico.   Buddy served with the U. S. 
Army Military Intelligence Group at Ft Meade, 
Maryland. 

He has been in the hotel and restaurant busi-
ness for 52 years, owning four hotels, eleven 
restaurants and two breweries in New Mexico and 
Arizona.  He served two terms as President of the 
New Mexico Hotel Motel Association and served 
2 terms on the National Board of Directors of the 
American Hotel Association.  He also served on 
the International Board of Directors of Holiday 
Inns for 6 years and on their University Board of 
Regents for 2 terms.  He has served on the Board 
of Directors of Pioneer Bank of New Mexico, 

Colorado and Texas for 27 years.
New Mexico State University presented Bud-

dy with the President’s Award for Service, after 
serving as Chairman of the President’s Associates 
and of the NMSU Foundation.  He was the Distin-
guished Alumnus of the College of Business and 
one of the Outstanding Centennial Alumnus of 
the College of Business.  He served as Chairman 
of the Dean’s Business Council, Chairman of 
the tri-culture Traders monument committee and 
founding Chairman of the State Economic Forum.

In 1984 and 2010 he was named Citizen of the 
Year of Las Cruces in recognition and appreciation 
for outstanding service to the community.  Buddy 
is the founding Chairman of the Las Cruces Eco-
nomic Forum of community and business leaders.  
He served as State Crusade Chairman of the New 
Mexico Cancer Society and as Co-chairman of 
the New Mexico Bicentennial Commission.  He 
enjoys studying New Mexico’s History, Art  and 
Culture and served 2 terms as President of the 
Board of Regents of the Museum of New Mexico 
and as a Trustee of the Museum of New Mexico 
Foundation Board.  He served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the New Mexico Heritage Preservation 
Alliance. He served as chairman of the Amador 
Museum Trustees and as founding Chairman of 
the Amador Museum Foundation.  He has served 
as a member of the Doña Ana Historical Society 
Board of Directors for the past 8 years. He has 
served the past six Governors on Boards and 
Commissions. He was inducted into the New 
Mexico Tourism Hall of Fame in 2003.  Buddy 
was selected as New Mexico’s 2012 Restaurateur 
of the Year.

His office is located in the 163 year old historic 
Double Eagle and Peppers on the Mesilla Plaza, 
which was his grandmother’s, grandfather’s Doc-
tors office.  Buddy married Margaret Bonnell, a 
fourth generation New Mexican, who attended the 
University of New Mexico and received her BA 
from New Mexico State University.  They have 
three children; John, Elizabeth and Win. 
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SAGEBRUSH AND SAND DUNES
Production Summary

Contributor and Contribution

Archives and Special Collections Department, NMSU Library
 Martha S. Andrews:    University Archivist and Associate Professor, NMSU
 Text and photo review and selection, text re-keying and preparation, editing, proofreading,
 setting up of  createspace account, and assembly of  book
 
Archives and Special Collections, NMSU, Reprographics Department, Dean Wilkey, Head
 Mr. Wilkey and Staff: 

Researching, retrieving, scanning, and delivering of  20 photographs from 
NMSU collections

Kristopher Laumbach: ASC student employee, later, private contractor                                                             
 Cover design:  photo research, photo labeling, technical processing,
            and delivery of  images.

Office of  State Historian
 Dr. Rick Hendricks, State Historian: 

Text review, selection, footnote reformatting, editing, proofreading, preparation of  introduction

 Bonnie Coleman Iapoce, History Projects Manager 
 Technical assistance in reformatting of  text and footnotes

 IT Division of  New Mexico State Archives and Records 

Doña Ana County Historical Society 
Jim Eckles

 Text review and selection

The Doña Ana County Historical Society would like to express our gratitude and extend a for-
mal thank you to all the individuals who contributed to the production  of  “Sagebrush and Sand 
Dunes, An Anthology of  Articles from the Southern New Mexico Historical Review 1994-2012,”  
edited by Martha Shipman Andrews and Rick Hendricks, and published by the Dona Ana County 

If you haven’t already renewed your membership for 2013,
Please renew your Membership Today.  See form on Page 3.



-----------------------------------------------------Cut along dotted line----------------------------------------------------
Doña Ana County Historical Society, P. O. Box 16045, Las Cruces, NM 88004-6045

DACHS Membership Form
Please renew/enroll my/our membership in the Doña Ana County Historical Society. Memberships are active 
for the calendar year of enrollment and fees are deductible within legal limits for Federal and State income tax 
purposes. If you are unsure of your status or have questions regarding membership, please contact the Treasurer, 
Xandy Church, at 575-526-9774 (May-Sept. 575-536-9728) or the President, Marcie Palmer, at 575-496-4736.

Annual Membership/Sponsorship Rates

Individual $20  Family $25  Student $8  Contributor $40  Benefactor $150  Life $300 
Southern New Mexico Historical Review Sponsorship $50 

Is this a change of information?  Yes  No  A check for $ _________ is enclosed.  Date _________  
Check #___________
Name(s) _______________________________________________________ Phone #_________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address ____________________________________________ Newsletter via E-mail Yes  No 
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How would you like to receive your copy of the Southern New Mexico Historical Review (SNMHR)?
Printed Version      Society Website Version   PDF on CD Version  

 You are invited to the Doña Ana County Historical Society’s
 Annual Awards Luncheon 
 
 January 26th, 2013, Picacho Country Club  
  12:00 noon
 
Seating for the Annual Awards Luncheon will begin at noon with the buffet lunch to be 

served at 12:30 p.m.  On the BBQ Buffet the choice will be Brisket, Chicken, Corn, Green 
Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Salad, and Cobbler with real Whipped Cream.  The cost is $20.00 
per person payable in advance or at the door.  For your convenience, a reservation form is 
included, and you may email your reservation directly to Xandy Church at xbchurch@com-
cast.net   Or, if you prefer, you may print it, fill it in, and snail mail it to Xandy Church, c/o 
DACHS, P.O. Box 16045, Las Cruces, NM  88004. 

Following lunch,  Scott Green of New Mexico Farm and Ranch Museum has graciously volun-
teered to be the Master of Ceremony for our annual awards and to treat us with a reminder 
of the Butterfield Trail Stage Drivers Life on the Trail.

If you have any questions, please call Xandy at 526-9774.
 

RESERVATION FORM due by Saturday, January 18, 2013
 

Name _____________________________ Name _____________________________

Name _____________________________ Name _____________________________
 
Address: _______________________ City _____________ State ____Zip __________
 
Phone: ____________________
 
$20.00 per person   TOTAL enclosed Will pay at the door _____
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Doña Ana County Historical Society
P.O. Box 16045
Las Cruces, NM 88004-6045

2012 Board Members
President:  Marcie Palmer 
Past President: George Helfrich
Vice President:  Susan Krueger
Secretary:  Linda Galloway
Treasurer: Xandy Church
Historian:  Rebecca Slaughter
At-Large Board Members:

Martha Shipman Andrews
Jim Eckles
Doyle Piland
C.W. “Buddy” Ritter
Mary Kay Shannon
Sara Wagner 

Website: Mary Lou Pendergrass
Newsletter Editor: Doyle Piland
SNMHR Editor: Martha Shipman   

 Andrews

www.donaanacountyhistsoc.org

Thanks to 2013 Corporate Sponsors
 

Double Eagle Restaurant & Peppers Cafe
On The Mesilla Plaza

C. W. Buddy Ritter, Owner
 

Insta-copy Imaging
Main Street Las Cruces Downtown      

Parry & Diana Lyon,  Owners
 

Hester Allstate Agencies
Las Cruces. Roswell. Hobbs. Carlsbad

Ricky Hester, Owner
 

White Sands Federal Credit Union
Las Cruces, T or C, White Sands Missile Range, El Paso 

William Jacobs, President & CEO

Name Term #
J. Paul Taylor Nov 1965 - Nov 1966 

Feb 1977 - Mar 1979
3rd  
8th

Charlotte Priestley Nov 1966 - Jan 1969 4th
Calvin Traylor Jan 1969 - Feb 1977 5th
Austin Hoover Apr 1981 - Oct 1983

&  2004
10th
23rd

Linda Harris Jan 1993 - Jan 1995 15th
Charles (Chuck) Miles Jan 1995 - Jan 1997 16th
Clarence Fielder 1997 17th
Eva Jane (Janie)  Matson 1998 18th
Beverly Pirtle 2000 - 2001 20th
Robert L (Bob) Hart 2002 21st
Charles (Chuck) Murrell 2005 - 2006 24th
 Roger Rothenmaier 2007 - ½ 2008 25th
 George Helfrich ½ 2008- 2009 26th
George Hackler 2010 - 2012 27th

DACHS will recognize the following Past 
Presidents and DACHS honorary mem-
bers at the Annual Awards Luncheon. 


